
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a  
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those  
parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation participates in word  
or song are noted in bold type.                                 Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Rorate Coeli – Veni Emanuel (Religious Suite) Yon 

* HYMN 309 Of the Father’s Love Begotten   Divinum Mysterium 
(Verse 1 will be sung by the choir alone) 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader:   The prophet said: "A virgin shall conceive and bear a son". 

People:   You shall call him Emmanuel, which means "God is with us". 

Leader:   He will be born of the line of David and of his kingdom 
 there will be no end. 

People:   You shall call him Jesus, because he will save his people from 
 their sins. 

Leader:   In him all the promises made from the beginning of time to 
 the end shall come true. 

People:   By him the fullness of God's love shall shine upon the whole 
 world. 

  LIVE  boldly 
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INTROIT                    Washburn 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flower bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 
When half-gone was the night. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
                                                    Jose, Marlenis, Paloma & Cielo Camacho  

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

+ Children up to 5th grade leave for Church School. + 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of love, in our weakness we get caught up so easily in the 
distractions of this season.  You come to call us back to you,  
forgive our sins, and restore our depleted faith, hope and love.   
As we watch and wait for your breaking into our world once more 
 in the person of Jesus, shape and reshape our priorities.  May  
our greatest gift be our witness to your love in ways that are 
transforming, visible and lasting.  In the name of Jesus we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)  

 Rejoice, rejoice. Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

* HYMN 16     The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came    Gabriel’s Message 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 7:10-16 

ANTHEM Mary’s Magnificat Rutter 

Softly a light is stealing, Sweetly a maiden sings,  
Ever wakeful, ever wistful.  
Watching faithfully, thankfully, tenderly her King of Kings. 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord; And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my saviour. 
 

Mary her song to Jesus Softly, serenely sings:  
"I will love you, I will serve you,  
May my lullaby glorify, magnify my King of Kings. Lullaby. 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 

SERMON     “Benched”     Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY A Maiden Most Gentle Andrew Carter 

A maiden most gentle and tender we sing: Of Mary the mother of Jesus our King. 
Ave, ave, ave Maria, Ave, ave, ave Maria. 
How bless'd is the birth of her heavenly child, Who came to redeem us in Mary so mild. 
Ave.. 
The archangel Gabriel foretold by his call The Lord of creation and saviour of all. Ave... 
Three kings came to worship with gifts and rare, And marvelled in awe at the babe in 
her care. Ave.. 
Rejoice and be glad at this Christmas we pray; Sing praise to the saviour, sing endless 
'Ave'.  Ave… 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 8 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Truro 

* BENEDICTION     

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE  Toccata on the Gregorian Hymn "Creator alme siderum" 
   Yon 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Pietro Yon (1886-1943) was an Italian born organist. While working in Rome he was 
recruited to come to New York City as organist of St. Francis Xavier Church on 16th St. 
in Chelsea. While there in 1922 he was appointed titular organist of St. Peter’s in Rome.  
In 1929 he became assistant organist at St. Patrick’s Cathedral and eventually acceded  
to the position of Music Director.  Yon had teaching studios at Carnegie Hall and 
counted Cole Porter among his students. Among his compositions is the perennial favorite 
“Gesu bambino.” Yon suffered a massive stroke and died soon after at the age of 57.   
Jon Washburn (b. 1942) is the founder and Artistic Director of Canada's outstanding 
professional vocal ensemble, the Vancouver Chamber Choir. John Rutter (b. 1945)  
is perhaps the most popular British composer of sacred music today. Many of his 



 

 

compositions are heard regularly at Christmastime and he combines skilled choral  
writing with a popular flair. Andrew Carter (b. 1939) travels extensively as a  
choral conductor and several of his compositions have been heard on the famed  
Lessons and Carols from King’s broadcast internationally. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 7:10-16 (NRSV) 
 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD 
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I 
will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, 
that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you  
a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose 
two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSV) 
 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when  
he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary  
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God  
is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 



  

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Today’s Ushers are: Nick Rameshwar, Captain 
   Lauren Bigler         Cielo Camacho        Paloma Camacho      Avery DiMaria  
        
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Paloma Camacho. Paloma is 16 years  
old and resides in the town of New Milford with her parents Jose and 
Marlenis and her sister Cielo Camacho. She is the granddaughter of Leida  
and Abelardo Rivera and niece to Benny and Nelson Baez. Paloma was 
baptized here and has been attending since birth. She is an avid volunteer  
and has worked with the American Heart Association and American 
Diabetes Association. Her hobbies include being a girl scout and playing 
soccer. Paloma is the recipient of the Girl Scout Bronze Award and,  
Girl Scout Silver Award. She is presently working on her Gold Award by  
creating an organization for middle school girls to stimulate their interest  
in STEM. Paloma attends Bergen County Academies High School where  
she is a junior enrolled in the Medical and Science Technology program  
and hopes to pursue a career in the medical field. 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields,  
T.K. Lau, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder, Carol Schulzrinne,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Bruce Forshee, Rosetta Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Nicole Kim, Kate Matsuda, Sara Lee, Charlene Niland,  
Beverly Rhinehart, Jeff Spady. 
Co-Moderators: Paul Kang & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 
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COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 

This week’s COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated by Benny Baez 
in celebration of Nelson's birthday. Thank you Benny for your ministry of  
food and friendship!  
 
Will you be at FPC worship on either Sunday 12/25 or Sunday 1/1? We will  
do a LIGHT COFFEE & CONVERSATION on those two dates and are 
seeking help to put out cookies. A wonderful opportunity to do service! 
Please see Pastor Kellie if you are able to help.  
 
SPARK HOPE DECEMBER BAKE SALE - Have a holiday party in  
your future? Buy your baked goods from the Spark Hope Bake Sale after  
11 am worship on Sunday. Spark Hope Christmas ornaments will also be  
for sale! All proceeds go to Spark Hope fire recovery.  
 
The FPC ORIGAMI GROUP is selling hand-crafted Christmas Cards  
with all proceeds to benefit Spark Hope Fire Recovery. Order these beautiful 
cards during Coffee & Conversation in the Chapel, they are going fast!  
 
Purchase GOD'S CREATION CALENDAR for 2017 for only $8 in  
the Chapel. They make a great gift or to use for your family. Proceeds  
benefit Spark Hope Fire Recovery Fund.  
 
STOP at INFORMATION CENTER in Chapel for a December 
Newsletter to invite a friend.  
 
FIVE WISHES, a Living Will document in English, Spanish or Korean, is  
now available for you and your family. You can also borrow the DVD and 
NEXT STEPS to help your family talk about end-of-life issues and cope  
with serious illness. See Dorothy V. at Information Center.  
 
A copy of THESE DAYS, a daily devotional for January - March, is  
available at the Information Center.  
 
Write a note of encouragement to a VETERAN this week. Cards and  
stamps available at Information Center in the Chapel. They will go to  
the Veteran's Hospital in the Bronx. Deadline is TODAY. 
 
Join us for very special FPC CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES, Saturday, 
December 24th. Family Service is at 6 pm | Candlelight Communion Service is 
at 11 pm with a special extended prelude beginning at 10:45 pm.  



 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE meets today at 12:15 pm in the Meeting Room. 

 
UPCOMING  

 

HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES in December is now at Leonia 
Methodist Church. We are hosting on Christmas night and need two 
Overnight Hosts and someone to provide the Dinner. We also need 
donations for their breakfasts or lunches. Please see Dorothy V. at 
Information Center. 
 
Join FPC on both CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR'S DAY  
for our regularly scheduled 11 am worship in Elmore Hall. We will not  
hold our 5:30 pm Crossroads service on those dates.  
 
The LABYRINTH will be open in the Chapel on December 31st,  
7 - 11 pm. Stop in on New Year’s Eve in gratitude for the past year  
and to pray for the new year! 
 
Please join us on January 8th to celebrate the revelation of God’s promise,  
as the Magi came from the East to worship the Christ child, in our annual 
EPIPHANY PLAY enacted by the children of our Church school.  
 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 

MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


